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CHIEF MINISTER’S COMMONWEALTH DAY MESSAGE, 9 MARCH 2009 

 
Sunday 26

th
 April 2009 will witness the 60

th
 anniversary of the Declaration of London, which 

concluded a 6-day meeting between the Heads of State of the United Kingdom, Australia, 
Ceylon, India, New Zealand, Pakistan and South Africa together with the Canadian Secretary 
of state for foreign affairs, where it was agreed that King George VI would be recognised as 
the Head of the Commonwealth.  This continues to be the role today of the Queen, who 
succeeded her father, King George VI.  
 
On that day, 60 years ago, the Commonwealth as we know it today, was created.   
 
Today, the Commonwealth brings together 53 independent territories and the British 
Overseas Territories, such as Gibraltar.  The sixtieth anniversary is a diamond jubilee.  The 
Commonwealth is indeed an association of great value, like a diamond, that seeks in the 
words of the Declaration of London the “pursuit of peace, liberty and progress”.   
 
Today, there are nearly two billion people who live in the Commonwealth.  Half of them are 
under 25 years of age.  Perhaps it is for this reason that the theme chosen for this year’s 
Commonwealth Day is “serving a new generation”.  
 
The Gibraltar Government attaches great importance to the interests of the youth of Gibraltar.  
Investment in our youth is investment in our future.  Hence our investment in education and 
training and other character forming and life enriching activities such as Sports and Leisure.  
Few communities of our size enjoy the Sports and Leisure facilities, or the educational 
systems that Gibraltar enjoys.  These equip our youth well for a happy, fulfilled and successful 
future.      
 
The Government continues to dedicate resources to educating our youth, to funding the 
training at Colleges and Universities of our young men and woman,  and to resourcing other 
forms of training for all ranges of ability and consistently excellent results obtained by our 
youth speak for themselves.  
 
The Government had the vision to convert a car park and a disused Barrack Block at 
Casemates Square into a thriving commercial & entertainment hub, for young and old to 
enjoy, particularly with the Summer Nights programme.  The Government rescued the derelict 
King’s Bastion and restored this magnificent heritage site into a top-class entertainment 
centre for our youth, and the not so young, with modern facilities that are second to none, and 
which are the envy of cities very much larger than Gibraltar.  The new Bayside sports facilities 
also speak for themselves.  
 
But serving a new generation goes much further than this.  It encompasses the safeguarding 
of our environment, in the widest sense of the word, from the recovery of inner city areas to 
the enhancement of public parks and open spaces.  It covers the building of the sort of 
Gibraltar that we want for our children and our children’s children with due emphasis on the 
family and on the moral and social values that matter, on worthwhile jobs both now and in the 
future, and on the enhancement of our surroundings so that they are pleasant to live in and in 
which to grow old.  
 
It is not just the Government that must serve the new generation.  This is also the role of each 
one of us, as citizens of Gibraltar, as a microcosm of the wider Commonwealth to which we 
belong.  
 
As we enjoy our Commonwealth Day holiday with our families, let us reflect on what we can 
individually contribute to serve a new generation of Gibraltarians.  
 
Have a pleasant holiday.  

 


